Hope
In our first week of Advent I want to talk about hope.
Hope is a positive expectation that God is working on your behalf.

Before we start I want to teach about the role that hope plays in receiving God’s promises.
“NOW FAITH is the assurance (the confirmation, the title deed) of the things [we] hope for, being the proof of things [we] do not see and the conviction of their reality [faith perceiving as real fact what is not revealed to the senses].” 
In order to receive the promises of God it requires both hope and faith.
I want to illustrate this by using how your household thermostat works.
You use the thermostat to set the desired temperature, and it sends power to the heater, which then heats up the air and pumps it through the vents.
The thermostat represents hope, it sets the temperature. The heat pump represents faith, which produces the heat.
Hope by itself cannot manifest the promise, it only sets the expectation. Faith by itself cannot manifest the promise. It must first have a set expectation.

Hope is really a positive imagination. Whatever your hope can imagine, your faith can produce.
Without a firm foundation hope is simply wishful thinking.
The foundation of our hope is God’s nature.

First and foremost, God is always good.
“Let everyone give all their praise and thanks to the Lord! Here’s why—he’s better than anyone could ever imagine. Yes, he’s always loving and kind, and his faithful love never ends.”        
“Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him!”                  
“Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.”                                   1 Chronicles‬ 
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the Lord Forever.” 
“I will meditate on the glorious splendor of Your majesty, And on Your wondrous works. Men shall speak of the might of Your awesome acts, And I will declare Your greatness. They shall utter the memory of Your great goodness, And shall sing of Your righteousness.”

“So the Lord said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have spoken; for you have found grace in My sight, and I know you by name.” And he said, “Please, show me Your glory.” Then He said, “I will make all My goodness pass before you, and I will proclaim the name of the Lord before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.”” 

God is unchanging.
““For I am the Lord, I do not change.”” 
“My covenant I will not break, Nor alter the word that has gone out of My lips.” 

“Now when God made a promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater than himself, he swore an oath on his own integrity to keep the promise as sure as God exists! So he said, “Have no doubt, I promise to bless you over and over, and give you a son and multiply you without measure!” So Abraham waited patiently in faith and succeeded in seeing the promise fulfilled. It is very common for people to swear an oath by something greater than themselves, for the oath will confirm their statements and end all dispute. So in the same way, God wanted to end all doubt and confirm it even more forcefully to those who would inherit his promises. His purpose was unchangeable, so God added his vow to the promise. So it is impossible for God to lie for we know that his promise and his vow will never change! And now we have run into his heart to hide ourselves in his faithfulness. This is where we find his strength and comfort, for he empowers us to seize what has already been established ahead of time—an unshakable hope!”


All of God’s redemptive promises have already been fulfilled through Jesus.
“For all of God’s promises have been fulfilled in Christ with a resounding “Yes!” And through Christ, our “Amen” (which means “Yes”) ascends to God for his glory.” 

What is the hope or vision that God has for us?
“Everything we could ever need for life and godliness has already been deposited in us by his divine power. For all this was lavished upon us through the rich experience of knowing him who has called us by name and invited us to come to him through a glorious manifestation of his goodness.” 
Everything we need to live this abundant overflowing, supernatural life that God designed for us has already been placed inside of us.
The will has already been read, the inheritance has already been deposited in your account, all you have to do is use it.

Paul spends the beginning of Romans 6 telling us what we have already received.
“For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.” 

The key to experiencing what Jesus already paid for is found in the next verse.
“Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
Likewise means to the same degree, to the same degree that Jesus died to sin and is alive unto God, so are we.
The word reckon also means imagine. This is hope, a positive imagination.
Imagine, see yourself dead to sin, he is talking about seeing yourself dead to the effects of sin and the curse.

This is the opposite of what we have been taught. We have been taught that sickness, poverty, lack, defeat, impossibilities are normal.
We imagine ourselves sick, defeated, depressed, living lives where everything looks impossible and that is what our faith produces.

This is why Jesus’ first message about the kingdom was change the way you think.
“From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”” 
Think about what Paul is telling us, whatever you are dead to has no power over you.
A person walks into a cemetery and stomps on the person’s grave, curses them and kicks their head stone, will the person be tempted with anger? No. Because they are dead.
What if a beautiful girl walks up and makes sexual innuendos towards him, will he be tempted towards lust? He is dead.
What if a person infected with a deadly disease stands on his grave, is there any chance of him becoming infected? He is dead.

You are dead to everything that came through the curse.
You have to imagine yourself alive unto to God.
Write out the seven redemptive names, these represent everything you are alive to.

· Jehovah Rapha (health)
· Jehovah Jireh (provision)
· Jehovah Nissi (victory)
· Jehovah Shalom (peace)
· Jehovah Tsidkenu (righteousness)
· Jehovah Shammah ( presence)
· Jehovah Roi (Shepherd)

As you continue to use hope, your positive imagination to see the truth about what God says about you, your faith will begin to manifest it in your physical life.
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