A Heart That Produces Part 2
This week I want to continue to talk about the four soils or heart conditions. Jesus is talking about how the condition of our heart affects our ability to receive the promises of God.

Stony places.
“Some fell on stony places, where they did not have much earth; and they immediately sprang up because they had no depth of earth. But when the sun was up they were scorched, and because they had no root they withered away.” 
Matthew‬ 

I want to illustrate the importance of deep soil.
For years there was an experiment that was done in school classrooms.
They took two of the same size terrariums, in one they put 1 inch of soil, in the other one they put in 10 inches of soil. They planted tomato seeds from the same pack, put them right next to each so they would get the same amount of light, they water them at the same time with the same amount of water.
After two days the seed planted in the shallow soil sprung up, within 5 days it was 10 inches tall, the seed on the deep soil had not even begin to sprout yet.
On the 10th day the shallow seed began to dry up and die. On the 12th day the seed in the deep soil finally sprang up. One month later the plant grew so big it had to be staked. Within 3 months it was filled with ripe tomatoes for the class to enjoy.
So what happened? The seed in the shallow soil had little room for the roots to grow so it put all of its energy above the soil, so it had immediate growth but there was not enough root system to sustain the upward growth, so it died.
The seed with the deep soil took longer to break ground because the plants initial energy was designed to develop a root system first that would sustain it as it bore fruit.

Whether we are talking spiritual or physical fruit, it requires deep roots to produce and sustain a fruitful harvest.

In this parable the deep roots represent a deep knowledge and understanding of the word.
Knowledge is what? Facts and data.
Understanding is why or how (comprehension/context).
Knowledge is superficial, knowing a fact. Whereas understanding is deep (seeing connections).
Knowledge is knowing the speed limit is 65 mph.
Understanding reveals to you that driving 65mph in heavy rain is unsafe, so you drive slower.

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” 
“Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding.” 

The goal is more than the accumulation of knowledge. The goal is to learn how to apply it so that the truth of it can bear fruit.

Here is the challenge.
We live in a Christian culture where most of our theology is passed down through oral tradition.
We simply learn to parrot the things we have heard our pastors teach, believing that what they are teaching is biblical.
The challenge is that they learned the same way that you did and they choose seminaries that believed the same things.

Can I be real here?
Statistics show that only 2% of Christians will ever share the gospel with a lost person.
One of the reasons is because they don’t know why they believe what they believe and they couldn’t defend truth if they had to.
They have knowledge, but no understanding.
And more importantly they never studied what they were being taught to see if it is the truth.

So there are three different types of Christians.
· Some people have no spiritual roots because they don’t spend any time in the word, they simply have a lot of theological clichés.
· Some people spend all of their time focused on the accumulation of knowledge. They are constantly reading the Bible and listening to sermons because they think the goal is to know ABOUT God. They don’t grow deep spiritual roots or produce fruit but they become good at winning theological debates.
· Other people spend more time studying the word, asking the Holy Spirit for revelation and then meditating on the truths until they have a fruitful life that glorifies God.

Meditating is the only way to produce deep spiritual roots that will produce and sustain a fruitful spiritual harvest. 
Biblical meditation is not passive reflection. It’s active intentional sustained focus on the word of God, combined with speaking that word out loud until it moves from your conscious mind into your subconscious heart.

Jesus says if you don’t have deep spiritual roots you will not be able to withstand persecution.
Jesus told us that we would all experience persecution.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake. For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
“If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.” 

How persecution comes.
Sometimes persecution comes from people you love, like friends and family.
I remember when I first got saved I realized that my relationships were held together by drugs, alcohol and other bad behaviors, and as soon as my heart changed, and I had no desire for those things, my friends no longer wanted to hang around me.
I was the first one of my family to get saved and when I lost my desire to party, my sister who is now a Christian and doing great called me a hypocrite.
Sometimes persecution comes from culture. It seems like it’s OK for everyone to come out of their closet except Christians. We need to keep our beliefs to ourselves so as not to offend anybody.
The more outspoken you become and sharing the truth, the more persecution comes.
Deep roots of faith will give you the understanding so you can explain why you feel that way and don’t do certain things. Many times if you can explain yourself clearly people will actually respect you for standing up for what you believe.
The greatest source of persecution comes from demonic spiritual attack.
Satan is constantly trying to use guilt, shame and condemnation to persecute us.
· Guilt is the negative emotion tied to the wrong that you have done to yourself and others.
· Shame is the negative emotion to the wrong that has been done to you from others.
· Condemnation is a lie that you were worthy to be judged.
It is extremely important to understand that God tells us not to focus on our past.
“Do not remember the former things, Nor consider the things of old. Behold, I will do a new thing.” 
The understanding you need to overcome this type of persecution is to know what God says about you.
You have to believe that God remembers your sins no more.
“For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 
You are not forgiven because of what you stopped doing but because of what Jesus did.
“Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.” 

(Old Testament sacrifice)
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