Good Soil
Over the last few weeks we talked about the strategies Satan uses to keep us from bearing much fruit. This week we are going to talk about the kind of heart that receives.

“But other seed fell on good ground and yielded a crop that sprang up, increased and produced: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.” 
The first thing I want you to notice is that increase is always God’s plan. With God, everything is supposed to be fruitful and multiply.
“But these are the ones sown on good ground, those who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.” 
· Receive: To understand, perceive the sense of what is said.
· Accept: To take or receive what is offered, with a consenting mind.
First you have to understand or perceive that every benefit of salvation has already been paid for.
Then you have to choose to exercise your will and accept it as a gift.
For us to truly understand what Jesus is saying we have to understand the balance of grace and faith.
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.” 
In this verse grace is describing God’s part, what God already provided through the atonement of Jesus.
“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,” 
When you look at the word salvation, it carries the same meaning as saved or sozo, it means to be healed, delivered, restored, set free.
We need to also notice the tense of the promise. Does the word has suggest past, present or future promise?
Grace is describing what Jesus has already accomplished.
“For all of God’s promises have been fulfilled in Christ with a resounding “Yes!” And through Christ, our “Amen” (which means “Yes”) ascends to God for his glory.” 

Now let’s look at the word faith. Faith is like a two-sided coin. One side is belief, (taking God at his word). The other side of faith is accepting or receiving by choice what you say you believe.
A person with good soil understands the finished work of Christ and exercises their will to accept it as a gift.

Let’s look at this verse that describes how we received salvation.
“that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 
First you had to believe that Jesus is Lord, then you simply had to receive salvation as a gift.

If it is that simple to receive the promises of God why are we not seeing more people experience it?
Satan’s deceptions have kept us from understanding the truth of both grace and faith.

Grace deceptions.
If you wanted to keep someone from receiving a gift, what would you do? You would convince them that the gift was not for them.
Satan has convinced the church that only the forgiveness of sin and a future hope of heaven were paid for and available for all believers.
All of the other benefits, like healing, deliverance and restoration are present/future tense possibilities based on the mysterious will of God.
He has taught us to only believe what we can see, taste, hear, smell and feel.
“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” 
Jesus said you have to believe that you received the promise when you ask, when it is still in the unseen realm, and receive it as a gift, then it will manifest in your experiences.
We have to understand something important but not widely understood. God is a Spirit and everything he gives he gives in the spirit realm. Our faith is the bridge that brings God’s promises from the spiritual to the natural realm.
The other part of the grace deception is to convince us that God works apart from faith.
Some people err on the side of grace, teaching that sovereignty means that God’s will happens automatically.
God decides who gets saved, healed, delivered, set free and it happens without our faith.
God made a covenant with man that he would allow us to choose how we want to live.
God never chooses for us or overrides our choices.
If God was going to override human choice, he would’ve done it in Genesis 3 and started all over again.
2 Peter‬ 

Faith deceptions.
Our faith was designed to accept or receive what Jesus already provided.
Think about how powerful Satan’s deception is. If you believe that healing, deliverance, and restoration were paid for through the atonement you can never question His absolute will to provide it.
Biblical faith only appropriates what Jesus already provided.
The same way you got saved is how you receive any other benefit of salvation.
“that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 
How would you have faith to be saved if you believed it wasn’t already paid for and were convinced God may not want you to have it?
Now instead of your faith being in Jesus, it would be in your ability to prove your worthiness.
Once Satan convinced us that only forgiveness of sin and eternal life were included in the atonement our faith shifted from receiving to trying to convince God of our needs and how we deserve to receive.
Think about how we have been taught to pray for healing.
You pray for yourself or someone else and nothing seems to happen so you call a prayer chain. If that doesn’t work you use social media to try to get thousands to pray.
We have been taught that faith moves God. The truth is that God is not stuck, he moved 2000 years ago when he sent Jesus to the cross to bear our sins and our sickness.
We pray things like ‘if anyone deserves to be healed its aunt Sally, she is the most loving and faithful person I know’.
The truth is that God doesn’t heal anyone based on what they deserve, he heals them based on what they believe.

Here is a deep thought. The Bible teaches us that every aspect of redemption happened through the shed blood of Jesus.
“But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our guilt and iniquities; the chastisement [needful to obtain] peace and well-being for us was upon Him, and with the stripes [that wounded] Him we are healed and made whole.” 
On that whipping post when Jesus was wounded for our transgressions, his blood was also shed for our healing.
If Jesus didn’t shed his blood for our healing two thousand years ago on the cross, how does it happen today?
Nobody in their right mind believes that every time someone gets saved Jesus has to go back to the cross and shed his blood again. No! They believe he paid for sin once for all.
“For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.” 
If Jesus did not already shed his blood for our healing, when does it happen? And how does a person get healed without the shedding of blood?
You can’t receive divine healing without the shedding of blood, but because of God’s love and mercy you can receive it through medical miracles.

The Bible is abundantly clear what we have already received.
We were orphans living in darkness, with no spiritual inheritance.
“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.” 
A son has the nature of his father; an heir inherits all of the father’s possessions.
The goal of the Christian life is to renew our minds to the truth of what has already been provided, so we can use our faith to receive/accept everything that Jesus paid for so that we become living proof of His divine design.
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