A New Attitude
Within the first year of my ministry as a pastor, God began to reveal to me that the church as a whole has an identity crisis. The average Christian has no idea what it means to be a son and an heir.
I believe the focus of my ministry has been to help people understand their identity in Christ.
“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—” 

It is ok to believe what Jesus said about himself.
“Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves.” 

But we’ve been taught that it’s heresy to believe what Jesus says about us.
“And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.” 

The reason we have all of these doctrines that oppose God’s word is because we have been taught to value our feelings and experiences above the truth of God’s word.
When we say things like as he is so are we in this world people either think that it is not for today or it is only talking about the power of God to perform miracles. Why don’t we ever think about the heart of Jesus so we can love, forgive and live like Jesus?
When we say things like on earth as in heaven we always say there is no cancer, no pain or death in heaven so there should not be any on the earth.
What’s equally true is there is no self-centeredness, unforgiveness, impatience, pride, back biting or gossip in heaven.  Why do we call it normal in the church?
For most of the church we have not been taught a clear picture of God’s intention for man, what happened through the introduction of sin and what Jesus came to redeem.
When God made man in his image he revealed His purpose for humanity, to represent Him.
When God breathed life into man it was referring to his very nature.
God’s nature is love.
“And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him.” 1 John‬ 
The Greek word for God’s love is agapē, it describes the undefeatable benevolence and unconquerable goodwill that always seeks the highest good of the other person no matter what he does, it is a self-giving love that gives freely without asking anything in return and does not consider the worth of the person, it is more a love of choice and refers to nature rather than emotion, it describes the unconditional love that God has for the whole world.

Look at the fruit of God’s spirit that was breathed into Adam.
“But the fruit produced by the Holy Spirit within you is divine love, and all its varied expressions: joy that overflows, peace that subdues, patience that endures, kindness in action, a life full of virtue, faith that prevails, gentleness of heart and strength of spirit.” Galatians 5:22-23 TPT
Love is the divine perspective we were designed to live by to represent him.
Think about the first marriage……
· Adam never raised his hand or his voice to Eve because love is kind.
· Eve never got exasperated by Adam because love is patient.
· Adam never struggled with unforgiveness because love keeps no record of wrongs.
· They never fought over who was right or wrong because love prefers others above themselves.

When Adam and Eve ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil they lost the nature of God. They went from love with all the varied expressions to self-centeredness with all of its varied expressions: impatience, pride, judgment, suspicion, and the need to be right.
The moment this happened Adam lost his divine purpose of representing God.
Self-centeredness is at the root of all of humanities problems.
All of the genocide that humanity has experienced, whether it was against the Jews, the Japanese or the unborn it is simply one group of people seeing themselves as more valuable than others.
Think of the atrocity of slavery, it doesn’t matter whether it was the Hebrews in Egypt, blacks in the south, or the sexual slaves of today, it was people valuing their own dreams, profits or satisfaction above the value of another human.
Every war, political disagreement, and relational spat has self-centeredness as its root.

The reason that Jesus came was not to get you to heaven, but to restore your divine purpose of representing God on the earth.
Before you got born again, all you had was the fruit of self-centeredness.
“The behavior of the self-life is obvious: Sexual immorality, lustful thoughts, pornography, chasing after things instead of God, manipulating others, hatred of those who get in your way, senseless arguments, resentment when others are favored, temper tantrums, angry quarrels, only thinking of yourself, being in love with your own opinions, being envious of the blessings of others, murder, uncontrolled addictions, wild parties, and all other similar behavior. Haven’t I already warned you that those who use their “freedom” for these things will not inherit the kingdom realm of God!” 

When you died with Jesus you died to the root of sin and the fruit of self-centeredness and you received the fruit of the spirit.
“But the fruit produced by the Holy Spirit within you is divine love, and all its varied expressions: joy that overflows, peace that subdues, patience that endures, kindness in action, a life full of virtue, faith that prevails, gentleness of heart and strength of spirit.” Galatians 5:22-23 TPT
The deception is that we are lacking these things. How many times have you found yourself praying for more love, patience, or any other fruit of the spirit?
The truth is we have received the fullness of Jesus.
“And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace.” 

What we need is the right perspective.
“For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again. Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer.” 2 Corinthians‬ 
The love of God compels us to no longer live for ourselves but for God and others.
What does it mean to no longer see people after the flesh? Our whole lives we have been trained to value people based on what they can offer us and not as their value of children of God.

(cosmetic counter)

The truth is we have everything we need to represent God on the moment by moment basis. We just have to decide if we are going to live by the spirit or live by the flesh.
“You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” 
Many people teach that you still have a sin nature, and through self-effort you have to die to the flesh daily.
Jesus died to sin once for all.
“For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.” 
If you died to sin with him and he died once, then you died once.
Even though you are a new creation, you still have patterns of thought that came from the devil and they have created behaviors in the flesh that fight against what is true in the spirit.
“For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.” 
For many of us we have been led by fleshly desires so long that they become normal and expected, every time you feel those desires start to rise up you need to take them before the Lord in prayer.
“Father I know that you never made me to live in the flesh where I put my needs before others, thank you that your grace is transforming me into the person you called me to be.”

Jesus calls us to deny ourselves.
“Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.” 
Many people teach that this means you are to deny material blessings, sell your nice house and downsize, sell your nice car and get a beater, and give everything away.
Jesus is talking about denying your self-centered patterns daily and choose to live by the spirit.
“Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.” 
The reason there are times when we fail to represent Jesus well is because we are self-focused and Satan entices us. When we agree it gives birth to sin and leads to death.
It is so subtle, just a need to always be right, to love your own opinion, to be easily offended, to hold onto grudges, to fail to defer to the needs of others first.

True freedom is possible.
“Beloved ones, God has called us to live a life of freedom in the Holy Spirit. Freedom means that we become so completely free of self-indulgence that we become servants of one another expressing love in all we do, for love completes the laws of God. All of the law could be summarized in one grand statement “demonstrate love to your neighbor, even as you care for and love yourself.”” Galatians 5:13-14 TPT
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