The Power of Jesus Name
One of the greatest gifts that God gave to the church is the name of Jesus.
For many people it has simply become the phrase you use to close your prayer.
For others they see it as a means to get God’s attention. You pray and God is uninterested, uninvolved until you say “in Jesus’ name”, then God snaps to attention and hangs on your every word.
Still others believe you use it to destroy the works of the devil. When spiritual forces hear the name Jesus it is like in Lion King when the hyenas heard the name Mufasa.

We need to understand the truth about the name of Jesus and how the church was supposed to use it to spread the kingdom of God.
“Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
The Greek word here for name is onoma. It means that God gave Jesus his authority, character, rank, identity and power.
God created Jesus to be his perfect representative on the earth.


When Jesus was ministering, he said he came in “the Father’s name”.
“I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, him you will receive.” 
Jesus was saying the he came in the Father’s authority, character, rank, identity and power.
Everything that Jesus accomplished for the kingdom is because he lived in perfect union with the source of all authority, character, rank, identity and power.

Jesus said that he was the perfect expression of the Father.

Jesus never took credit for a single miracle.
“Don’t you believe that the Father is living in me and that I am living in the Father? Even my words are not my own but come from my Father, for he lives in me and performs his miracles of power through me. Believe that I live as one with my Father and that my Father lives as one with me—or at least, believe because of the mighty miracles I have done.” 
Jesus was only doing the will of the Father.
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Why did Jesus come?
“He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.” 
The name that Jesus was given was simply the authority to use God’s power to fulfill his will to bring heaven to earth. It was not words he used but a position he held.

Authority is the legal right to enforce the will of another.
Very few people truly recognized Jesus for who he truly was, but demons did.
“Now there was a man in their synagogue with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, saying, “Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy One of God!”” 
“And the unclean spirits, whenever they saw Him, fell down before Him and cried out, saying, “You are the Son of God.”” 
“When the sun was setting, all those who had any that were sick with various diseases brought them to Him; and He laid His hands on every one of them and healed them. And demons also came out of many, crying out and saying, “You are the Christ, the Son of God!” And He, rebuking them, did not allow them to speak, for they knew that He was the Christ.” 
Demons are eternal, spiritual beings. They saw Jesus the physical man but they also saw the eternal God of all power living in Jesus.

Jesus makes a profound statement.
“No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.” 
Jesus said that he was on earth and in heaven at the same time.

The centurion recognizes Jesus is operating in the Father’s name.
Matthew 8:5-9 TLB “When Jesus arrived in Capernaum, a Roman army captain came and pled with him to come to his home and heal his servant boy who was in bed paralyzed and racked with pain. "Yes," Jesus said, "I will come and heal him." Then the officer said, "Sir, I am not worthy to have you in my home; and it isn't necessary for you to come. If you will only stand here and say, 'Be healed,' my servant will get well! I know, because I am under the authority of my superior officers and I have authority over my soldiers, and I say to one, 'Go,' and he goes, and to another, 'Come,' and he comes, and to my slave boy, 'Do this or that,' and he does it. And I know you have authority to tell his sickness to go-and it will go!"

After Jesus’ resurrection he claims that he has all authority, now he is the source of all power and he has commissioned the church to represent him and function in his name.
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“When the seventy missionaries returned to Jesus, they were ecstatic with joy, telling him, “Lord, even the demons obeyed us when we commanded them in your name!”” 
“Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. And a certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms from those who entered the temple; who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked for alms. And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter said, “Look at us.” So he gave them his attention, expecting to receive something from them. Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. So he, leaping up, stood and walked and entered the temple with them—walking, leaping, and praising God.” 
Paul cast out the demon in Jesus’ name.
“Day after day she continued to do this, until Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit indwelling her, “I command you in the name of Jesus, the Anointed One, to come out of her, now!” At that very moment, the spirit came out of her!” 

Jesus teaches us that we are sons of God.
“But Jesus answered them, “My Father has been working until now, and I have been working.” Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God.” 
Jesus didn’t deny who he was and what he possessed.
He turns right around and tells us to call God our Father.
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When you were joined to Jesus you received his authority, character, rank, identity and power. You were given everything you need to perfectly represent him.
“And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.” 
Glory refers to God’s attributes like authority, character, rank, identity and power along with the fruit of the spirit.
Ministering in his name.
““I tell you this timeless truth: The person who follows me in faith, believing in me, will do the same mighty miracles that I do—even greater miracles than these because I go to be with my Father! For I will do whatever you ask me to do when you ask me in my name. And that is how the Son will show what the Father is really like and bring glory to him. Ask me anything in my name, and I will do it for you!” 
This is not talking about prayer. He is talking about doing the works of Jesus: healing the sick, cleansing lepers, casting out demons and raising the dead.
This is not talking about some word that sickness or demons respond to. It refers to the position we hold as his representatives.
The word ask here means to demand. You are using Jesus’ power to fulfill his purposes.

In your born again spirit you have the same power that raised Jesus from the dead.
Ephesians‬ 
Philippians‬ 
God is working in and through you the same way he did through Jesus.

Praying in his name.
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You don’t come like a beggar hoping for scraps, you come boldly to the throne.
“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 
How is it possible for a mortal man to come boldly before a holy God?
“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” 
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