The Love of God
Last week we talked about two unchangeable truths, God is love and God is good.
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” 

I want to remind you that love is more than one of God’s many attributes, it is the essence of his nature.
“All of God’s plans flow from His nature and all of his promises are backed by His nature.”
The love of God is the reason that we exist. There can be no love apart from relationship and no relationship apart from love.
We are the reason that God created the earth, not the other way around.
“Long before he laid down earth’s foundations, he had us in mind, had settled on us as the focus of his love, to be made whole and holy by his love.” 
He invited us to take part in the amazing relationship he had with Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
He created a home that was perfectly suited for us, filled with everything we would ever want, need, or desire.
Love is why he gave us free will. God always wanted a family and not slaves.

Love lost.
Satan had to find a way to destroy the intimacy between God and man.
“Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
Crafty means skilled at the art of deception.
Deception 1) get them to question the character of God.

Deception 2) get them to question their identity.

Deception 3) convince them that human behavior has the power to change the nature of God.

Satan convinced Adam that God was mad at him because of his disobedience, so he hid from God.
“Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 
Had God’s nature of love changed because of Adam’s disobedience?
Many people teach that God was angry at Adam and that is why he put him out of the garden.

Look at the truth.
Genesis‬ 

If he ate from the tree of life in his fallen state, both he and everyone born afterwards would never be able to receive the life and nature of God.

Was it love or judgement?
God’s love is defined as the unselfish giving of oneself for the greater good of another.
God says that he NEVER changes. This is his nature of immutability.
Malachi‬ 

We have been taught that God punishes or judges our mistakes.
That would mean that our behavior has the power to change his nature.

What if Jesus is right and there is a source of both good and evil?
“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” 
What if free will is true and there are consequences that come from the source we choose to follow?
What if, even though Satan is a defeated foe, he is still a liar and a master of deception?
What if all of the Old Testament stories we were taught about God judging human behavior are really the consequences of being deceived and experiencing Satan’s plan to kill, steal, and destroy?
“For this commandment which I command you today is not too mysterious for you, nor is it far off. It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend into heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ But the word is very near you, in your mouth and in your heart, that you may do it. “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, in that I command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the Lord your God will bless you in the land which you go to possess. But if your heart turns away so that you do not hear, and are drawn away, and worship other gods and serve them, I announce to you today that you shall surely perish; you shall not prolong your days in the land which you cross over the Jordan to go in and possess. I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; that you may love the Lord your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the length of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.” 
God is saying I am not some distant deity in heaven that you can’t hear and obey.
He is telling them there is a source of both good and evil. Who you listen to and obey will determine what you experience.
God says that he is the source of life and if you follow him you will be blessed and experience long life.
He says if you are drawn away and follow other God’s you will be cursed and perish.

Jesus
Jesus said that he is the source of life and it is a life of abundance.
Abundance means more than enough, super abundance, overflowing, enough and extra.
The Bible says that every good thing comes from God.
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.” 

Satan
“Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil. 

Who does God say has the power of death?
How do we experience death?
“Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.” 
NO ONE in the Old or New Testament experienced cursing or death unless they fell into temptation and the author of that temptation and the one who enforces the consequences is Satan.
God chose every person before the foundation of the world to experience the love and goodness of God, but love demands a choice, so the moment you opened your eyes God used everything at his disposal to draw you to himself.
He used every created thing to show you his beauty and creativity.
He shows you what love looks like by surrounding you with healthy relationships.
He shows you the beauty of life itself and showed you what unconditional love looks like by allowing you to experience the birth of a child; when you realized you would die for that person who has no way to pay you back.
He shows you the miraculous as you see a friend or family member experience the new birth and you watch their lives transformed before your very eyes.
Yet he loves you enough to allow you to choose for yourself.
Imagine for a moment a world where this is all anyone ever knew about God.
Everyone would be running to sit on the Father’s lap and the world would look like heaven on earth.

What we need is a generation of people who know the truth about the true nature of God and help people navigate the lies and deceptions of the enemy that keep people from experiencing the unconditional love they were created to experience and share with others.
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